
December 25, 2019 

Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

 There was this kid named Kenny who had an unusual birthday.  His parents worried if there 

would be confusions later in life since his birthday was on the 4th of July, and they worried that his 

birthday might be overshadowed by the OTHER holiday that happens on that date each year.   His 

parents always made a point to make the day very special for him.  They wanted everything they did on 

that day to be centered on him, which was made easier because his favorite colors were red white and 

blue, and he loved - and I mean loved - fireworks.  A real “Yankee Doodle Dandy”!  One year his 

parents had decorated the house with red, white, and blue balloons for his birthday party, and invited 

some friends to come over for the cookout and town fireworks display that they planned to watch from 

the backyard.  When the friends got here they turned to Kenny and said “wow what a great way to 

celebrate the birth of our nation”!  Immediately Kenny blurted out “hey, what are you talking about, this 

is a party for me”!  “The whole reason we do this is for my birthday.”  The people looked at all the 

decorations and had a hard time figuring out why this little boy though this was all about his birthday. 

 Christmas is for us also a birthday celebration.  We celebrate that God loves us so much that God 

came to humanity to save us.  We don’t think of ourselves as in need of saving most of the time, we 

think we are doing pretty good (as long as we have the right status, enough friends and plenty of cool 

stuff), we try to use the things of the world to try to fill the space in our heart that God is meant to 

occupy - and this works on and off.  We can forget that after we die, there is no more of the world’s 

things for us to use to make us feel good - we will be forsaken and unable to be happy if God did not 

step in.  We heard in the first reading about God’s action to save us from this: For the LORD comforts 

his people,  … The LORD has bared his holy arm … all the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of 

our God.  This passage from he prophet point to the event we celebrate today.  God had planned from 

the earliest times to bring us joy and to join in one body with us.  This coming would involve God 

offering the sacrifice that made up for all the sins of humanity, and to leave behind a body as a bridge to 

the divine.  The body of Jesus Christ is sacrificed on the cross for us, and then after transformed in the 

resurrection  to become a living presence that we can attach to to reach eternal happiness.  All this is 

only possible if there is a body to begin with, all this is only possible with a body that is human and 

divine, all this is only possible with that body born in a stable in Bethlehem. 



 In our Church family, like in Kenny’s family, this holiday is really not really about the meaning 

that the larger culture places on all the decorations, or about activities that have become cultural rituals.  

Christmas was started as a religious celebration (note the Christ) in the word - to celebrate the coming 

into the world of a great presence.   Too many Christians are walking into the party like the people who 

walked into Kenny’s party, seeing the decorations, and ignoring the reason for them - or not even 

coming to the party at all.   The presence of Jesus in the world has helped to bring light to a godless 

world, to bring hope to us for an eternal happiness.   Our Christmas celebrations should be fun, they 

should be filled with times of family gathering, times of specialness, times of joy at the darkest period of 

the year.  But the joy that we can feel, and the reasons for celebrations, go deeper.   They stretch to a 

reality that the world tries to get us to doubt.  We can forget that there are many things that exists beyond 

this world, more around than the material things that we see and hold on to.  The eternal God, and the 

Body of Jesus are such things.   

 It is up to all of us who regularly worship learn about these truths, to worship the unseen God, 

and to touch the Lord sacramentally.  All of us can grow deeper into the mystery of Christmas, the 

mystery of that little baby who holds the potential to transform us into something amazing.  It is up to all 

who do not join in worship regularly to come and see what an hour a week can do.  The door is open 

here to experience the presence of God and to learn a truth that lies behind all the decorations.  This 

family has a meaning behind its celebrations that go deeper than the meaning the world places on them.  

Practicing the faith is for me a continuing wonderful adventure and an affirmation of the truth of the 

God who came to us on Christmas.  God has come as was promised as we heard in the Gospel at the 

coming of this baby:  And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his 

glory,  God comes with great love to be with us personally and to bring us favor.  God our Father comes 

to join us and to bring us the most special Christmas gift ever to those who will accept.  As we also 

heard in the Gospel: But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God.  God 

comes like the parent who knows a cure for the illness that we don’t even know we have and wants to 

give it to us.  God calls all his children gather and drink from the stream that flows from that body born 

of the virgin.  Come and celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, then come to more deeply appreciate 

that meaning on a regular basis throughout the year - this is to take advantage of a great gift of love that 

God gives us - and enter into the truth of the celebration.  Merry Christmas to you all! 


